Parliament of Scotland, 


In Relation to Prexbyrerian Government. 


| thy Lid Chances, TOE ieee HEEL 
Have the Honour of being an Old 1 to cs = 
Crown, and to my Country; and I am very ſorry 
to ſee What has now happene amongſt us. There 
vas never fucha Conjuncture in this dom nor 
can Imagination Form a more Diſmal Prof 
Ion that my Wiſhes agree d with the Univerſal 
Opinion for a Ne Parliament; Judging That to be 
moſt for the Honour and Service of the Queen, and for 
the Satisfaction of the whole Natio -- with which the 
Saving or Supporting a few Unhappy Inſtruments of. the 
late Adminiſtration | is never to be put into the Balance. 
Let without Knowing or Enquiring into the Motives 
kor Continuing Us, 1 ubmit my own: judgment, and 
chooſe to ſtay Anders that Malice it ſelf may find 
no Objectionagainſt my Obedience to che Queen, or my 
0 to Her High Commilfioner. | 
— ſtaying in this Aſſembly, Ido not mean in che 
bto renounce: * ON of” Speaking my Thoughts 
ay 
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very freely, tho? they may be very different from thoſe of 
others. And the SubjeQ at preſent before Us being the 
Presbyterian Government, I ſhall give my Opinion on 
that Head in very few Words, and very plain Language. 
My Lord, We may all Remember in what Manner, 
and for what Reaſons, the Zeal of this Houſe pulPd 
down Epiſcopacy at the Revolution. It had been the 
Legal Eſtabliſhment for many Years before: And it was 
always formerly the Government of our Church in Or- 
derly-Fimes of Peace and Loyalty. oo 
It is a very Melancholy Reflection, to conſider how 
many Excellent Paſtors We L oft by that Alteration : For 
pray give me leave to ſay it impartially, that our Pul- 
pits were fill'd with a Set of Men at that time, who for 
good Life and good Doctrine were Inferior to no Church 
in Chriſtendom, in proportion to our Number. 
The Miſery of theſe poor Gentlemen, and their- 
Starving Families at Home, or their Wandring in Want 
over the World, has brought a. Reproach on our Coun- 
try ; andit is but a very indifferent Charm to Invite any 
Country in the World to Unite with Us, while we are 
in this Situation. OY ip SE Sean Sos | 
The Reaſon We gave to the World for our New Fa- 
brick of Presbitry, was its being Suitable to the Inclina- 
tions of the People, and both our Neighbour Nation 
and Strangers generally believe it to be ſo. But I wiſh 
we had firſt Foll'd the Kingdom, to know their Incli- 
AS. IF wot „ 
The Epiſcopal Clergy have always offer'd to put the 
Cauſe upon that Iſſue, being very confident of a vaſt 
Inequality ; and truly the Force, and the other extraor- 
dinary Methods that were us'd in moſt Places to Pull 
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2 3 ES. „ 
tho? Presbitry had been the Inclinations of the People at 
3 the Revolution, it may be very far from it at preſent. Aud 
6 therefore, that We may not Support an Error by Pub- 
lick Authority, My humble Opinion is, that it is both 
Juſt and Neceſſary at this great Period of time, and at 
the beginning of Her Majeſty's Reign, to Addreſs Her 
M-aajeſty to take tbe propereſt Methods of Conſulting 
the Inclinations of the Kingdom in this Matter. 
I'm affraid our Spiritual Rulers: will Oppoſe it as an 
Ungodly Numbering of the People; and they are not 
Ignorant how little ground they have gain d by their late 
VPomination. But it is neither Fair nor Excuſeable, not 
to put it to a Tryal, now When themſelves are in the Sa- 
dle, and poſleſs'd of the Chair with the means of In- 
fluen ee. 

For my part, Without waiting for that Occaſion, 1 
declare my own Judgment freely. I was formerly pret- 
ty Indifferent, as many of us Gentlemen us'd to be, in 
theſe Points. We fancy'd it a kind of Generoſity too, 8 
to pitty thoſe that were under the Hatches. But now 5 
we have ſeen them in their own Colours, and n Argu- 1 


ment like Matter of Fact iss. 
V hen our Blood and our Stomachs are in Diſorder, we 
are for extraordinary Meats, and ſometimes for Moun- 
tebank-Receipts and Experiments. But when our Pulſe 
comes to Beat more calmly, and we have a little Reco- + 
ver'd our Health, with a Sedate Temper; our Plain and 
Natural Ordinary Food is not only more Nouriſhing and 
Healthy, but alſo more A greeable. R 
To be very plain, My Lord Chancellor, T have Read, 
and Heard, and Seen a great deal of the Old Presbite- 
rians, and J have Practis'd many of the New ones, and  _ 
for my part, I have enough of tue. 
I am perſwaded that King James the VI. had reaſon 
for what he Said and Wrote againſt the Puritans. He 
was Bred by the Bigots of that Sect, and his Experience 
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: and Knowledge of them brought him to hate them; 
| As indeed the breeding a King to any ſort of Bigottry 
. is the readieſt way to give him an averſion to it, hen 
he comes to make uſe of his own Reaſon, and has 
more liberal Converſation. [ 
Nor can I reflect without indignation on the Presbi- 
terians of the late rebellious Times, who hatch'd and 
promoted, and too late repented the deſtruction of t he 
beſt of Kings, Who's birth was an Honour to this 
Country. | 410. SZ 
J ſhall ſay Nothing of the Nature of this Govern- 
ment it ſelf while it is by Law eſtabliſhed : And Per- 
haps our Modern Presbiterians may be brought to Re- 
nounce the Maxims of their Predeceſſors. 
But of former times I may ſafely ſay, That ſuch 
Helliſh Principles were advanc'd, and the Practiſes ſo 
Suitable to the Principles, as gave a full Demonſtrati- ._ 
on to the Sober part of the World, that Presbitry was 
Inconſiſtent with [Monarchy ; that it mantain'd a con- 
ſtant Oppoſition to the Rightful Sovereign, and that 
like Vice and Hypocriſy and the other Pefts of Man- 
kind, it ſpread and flouriſhed moſt in turbulent times of 
Anarchy and Rebellion. ans 
And I do not wonder that our Predeceſſors, in cold 
Blood, and taught by Woefull Experience, preferr'd Or- 
der and Decency in the Houle of God to the Pride and 
Infallibility of a Pope in every Pariſh. „ 
I ſhall have One Reaſon to believe that the preſent 
Presbiterians have renouncd thoſe pernicious Principles, 
if I am not perſecuted for this Freedom: But if I am; 
I have the Satisfaction of having diſcharg'd my Duty. 
And Thanks be to thoſe worthy Perſons that contrived 
the taking the Sting out of Ex communication 
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This: Gentleman wa  expelPd the Houſe, by the Remaining 
Part of this Parliament. _ N 


